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1) EVALUATION OF EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES IN ONLINE LEARNING 
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studies	
  actually	
  compare	
  and	
  contrast	
  internet<based	
  (either	
  !"##$%&'#(')%&*%a	
  
combination	
  of	
  online	
  and	
  face<to<face	
  instruction,	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  a	
  “hybrid”	
  or	
  
“blended”	
  approach)	
  to	
  in<person	
  instruction,	
  while	
  a	
  mere!45	
  of	
  them	
  contain	
  
sufficient!data	
  to	
  extract	
  for	
  the	
  meta<analysis!(pg.	
  11Z14).%

For	
  such	
  a	
  fast!growing	
  field	
  as	
  online	
  education,	
  the	
  research	
  body	
  of	
  its	
  
effectiveness	
  is	
  very	
  thin!and	
  !"#$%&'(%&!rigor.	
  If!we	
  consider	
  only	
  studies	
  
conducted	
  in!full<term!undergraduate	
  or!graduate	
  credit<! " # $ % & ' ()* + $ , "(, " -- % & ' ,,	
  
the	
  number	
  of	
  studies	
  is	
  reduced	
  even	
  further	
  to	
  7!(Jaggars	
  and	
  Bailey,	
  2010,	
  pg.	
  
4)!"#$%&'&"()*"+,-,&+.%,+-",/.0&12ed!in	
  their	
  literature	
  review,	
  “Current	
  Status	
  of	
  
Research	
  on	
  Online	
  Learning	
  in	
  Postsecondary	
  Education!(May	
  2012
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h$%4">%"??94$%-."-%-.$%:542"(>%."?%;(-$3$?-%;(%23545-;(#%-.$%9?$%56%-$:.(5=5#>M%
.5C$H$3,%-.$%"("=>?;?%"22$"3?%-5%B$%B"="(:$8%"(8%(5-%.$"H;=>%B;"?$8,%8$?2;-$%-.$%
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2) EFFECTIVENESS OF FULLY ONLINE COURSES FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS:  
RESPONSE TO A DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION META-ANALYSIS 

!"#$$#%!&'("%)#**#+,%#$-%."/&#,%0#'123*
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colleges,	
  the	
  authors	
  focus	
  on	
  issues	
  that	
  significantly	
  (and	
  disproportionately)	
  
a!!"#$%#&''()*$+%#&,,"-"%.$(/")$.0%.(#1%2.%#&(3."%2##"..%2)/%3"$")$*&)4%51"."%
issues	
  are	
  certainly	
  !"#$%&&$'#('$')*+,'#&!#!-(#.%/,-//%!+0#1!2')'(3#2'#/1!-$.#4*5#
attention	
  to	
  the	
  section	
  that	
  summarizes	
  and	
  compares	
  the	
  7	
  studies	
  that	
  
approximate	
  typical	
  college	
  course	
  settings!(pg.	
  4Z6).	
  Some	
  notable	
  points	
  are:%

 All	
  seven	
  studies	
  were	
  conducted	
  at	
  relatively	
  selective	
  mid<sized	
  or	
  
large	
  universities,	
  with	
  relatively	
  well<prepared	
  students!
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Review	
  Board	
  in	
  recruiting	
  participants!(pg.	
  8Z9)
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4) CURRENT STATUS OF RESEARCH ON ONLINE LEARNING IN POSTSECONDARY 
EDUCATION 

William	
  G.	
  Bowen!and	
  Kelly	
  A.	
  Lack*
Ithaka	
  S+R!"#$%&'&E*
May	
  2012*
?&&B7ZZ<<<M13M'&?#C#M(36Z1'&-1Z,-+#%$&Z+'$-1Z3-B(3&1Z'&?#C#/13/()$')-/$-#3)')6/
B(1&1-.(),#3:/-,%.#&'()/A#:[\Q[MB,+*

ABSTRACT%

As	
  online	
  courses	
  continue	
  to	
  gain	
  in	
  popularity	
  at	
  colleges	
  and	
  universities	
  
throughout	
  the	
  country,	
  knowledge	
  about	
  the	
  effectiveness	
  of	
  this	
  mode	
  of	
  
instruction,	
  relative	
  to	
  that	
  of	
  traditional,	
  face<to<face	
  courses,	
  becomes	
  
increasingly	
  important.	
  A	
  2009	
  report	
  by	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  
provided	
  a	
  meta<analysis	
  of	
  articles	
  published	
  up	
  to	
  2008,	
  examining	
  the	
  rel!"#$%&
!"#$%&#$&'(")$#$!&*+,-*.(%&/)*.&,0(&1#//()($,&1('#2()3&/*).",%4&50#%&6,0"7"&89:&
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highlight	
  feature	
  of	
  the	
  document	
  is	
  a	
  table	
  summarizing	
  all	
  the	
  studies	
  cited	
  in	
  a	
  
clear	
  and	
  concise	
  format!(pg.	
  14Z15).!Overall,	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  supplement	
  to	
  the	
  DOE	
  
report	
  and	
  worth	
  reading	
  if	
  we	
  are	
  looking	
  at	
  the	
  overall	
  state	
  of	
  research	
  in	
  online	
  
education.%

We	
  should!note	
  that	
  Ithaka	
  S+R	
  is	
  a	
  not<for<!"#$%&'"()(*"+,'#"-*.%/*&%#.'&,*&'
focuses!in	
  technology	
  in	
  education,	
  and	
  their	
  mission	
  statement!(see	
  footnote	
  5)!
!"##$!%!&%'(%&%'$)&'(*$&(&+(%'$+&,(+#$&!%(-$&./&%'$&(0*(/1$&23&%$1'/2,2#)&(/0&4$5<
based	
  instruction	
  in	
  higher	
  education.!In	
  addition,	
  Henry	
  S.	
  Bienen,	
  chairman	
  of	
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5) INTERACTIVE LEARNING ONLINE AT PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES: EVIDENCE FROM 
RANDOMIZED TRIALS 

William	
  G.	
  Bowen,	
  Matthew	
  M.	
  Chingos,	
  Kelly	
  A.	
  Lack,!and	
  Thomas	
  I.	
  Nygren*
Ithaka	
  S+R*
May	
  2012*
?&&B7ZZ<<<M13M'&?#C#M(36Z1'&-1Z,-+#%$&Z+'$-1Z3-B(3&1Z13/'&?#C#/')&-3#.&'"-
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 The	
  inclusion	
  of	
  a	
  “control”	
  (students	
  taking	
  the	
  normal	
  course)	
  and	
  a	
  
“treatment”	
  (students	
  taking	
  the	
  redesigned,	
  “hybrid”	
  course)	
  group!(pg.	
  
2);%

 The	
  large	
  sample	
  size	
  (605	
  participants,	
  out	
  of	
  a	
  total	
  of	
  3,046	
  course	
  
enrollees,	
  spread	
  over	
  6	
  public	
  institutions!(pg.	
  11));%

 The	
  typical!term<length	
  college<
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1) ASSESSING ONLINE ASYNCHRONOUS DISCUSSION IN ONLINE COURSES: AN 
EMPIRICAL STUDY 

!"#$%&'()#%*
Department	
  of	
  Instructional	
  Systems!Technology,	
  Indiana	
  University*
2007*
Refereed	
  conference	
  proceeding,	
  The	
  Teaching	
  Colleges	
  and	
  Community	
  Worldwide	
  Online	
  
Conference	
  (TCC)Q\*
http://tcc.kcc.hawaii.edu/previous/TCC%202007/liu.pdf
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4) ASSESSMENT IN ONLINE DISTANCE EDUCATION: A COMPARISON OF THREE 
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5) THE ROLE OF CRITICAL THINKING IN THE ONLINE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

a-$$:*03%)')6*
F)&-3)#&'()#$*b(%3)#$*(+*F)1&'&%&'()#$*>-.?)($(6:*#),*Y'1&#).-*5-#3)')6*
9#:*[\\i*
?&&B7ZZ<<<M'&,$M(36Zb(%3)#$Z9#:j\iZ#3&'.$-\eM?&A*
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6) EFFECTIVE ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUES FOR ONLINE COURSES 

Y#3$#*;%):()*Kc(3&?<-1&*9'11(%3'*=&#&-*G)'"-31'&:L@*;(6-3*k()*`($H-)*Kc(3&?<-1&*
9'11(%3'*=&#&-*G)'"-31'&:L**
23-1-)&#&'()@*b#)*[\\e*
l3(A*!YGN8G=!*
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